ENGL1102 A01 & A03
Mechanism Description Assignment
Mark value:
10%
Due date:
Friday, October 16 @ 11:55 p.m.
Chose a common household item to use for your mechanism description. Refer to the guidelines for topic choice on page 3 of this assignment.
Use the mechanism description format discussed in class to describe the item – physically, operationally, and spatially. Your description should be approximately two pages long, plus illustration.

1. Write a description of the mechanism. This description must be in full sentences and include the following:

(a) Definition – name the mechanism and what it does. 
(b) Overview – list all main parts 
(c) Detailed description – describe the mechanism physically, operationally, and spatially
(d) Conclusion – restate name of mechanism and its purpose;  explain concisely what the description has covered 
2. Include your name in a footer. Submit your completed description along with one hand drawn sketch (submit as a scan or photo). Label the main parts on the sketch consistent with terminology used in the description.
Use the format guide on the reverse side of this page



NAME OF MECHANISM 


Definition
Text here text here text here text here text here text here text here text here text

Overview

This mechanism is made up of the following components:



Description

Text here text here text here text here text here text here text here text here text


Conclusion
Text here text here text here text here text here text here text here text here text

GUIDELINES FOR TOPIC CHOICE FOR YOUR MECHANISM DESCRIPTION

The item that you choose must be:

· For daily use

· Non-electric or non-electronic in nature

· Something that incorporates a lever, press, spring, magnetic, or rotary element or combination thereof
· Incorporates at least six distinct parts
Here are some suggestions (choose one or decide on one of your own):

	Category
	Example

	Stationery
	· Mechanical pencil

· Mechanical “push-click” pen

· Stapler

· 3-hole hole punch

· “Correction tape” cassette dispenser

· Compass (technical drawing tool)

· Scissors

	Toiletry, Personal Care
	· Eyeglasses

· Disposable razor with “flexible” (hinged) blade head
· Non-disposable manual razor 

· Dental floss dispenser

· Telescopic massage roller
· Toenail clipper

	Household
	· French-press coffee carafe

· Manual coffee grinder

· Hand-cranked eggbeater

· Combination lock 

· Pepper or salt grinder
· Hand cranked flashlight

	Entertainment,

Recreation, Hobbies
	· Ear buds (not wireless)
· Ice hockey skate

· Skateboard

· Non-electronic musical instrument (e.g. that includes a mechanical element (sorry, your recorder from Grade 4/5 is a non-starter!)

· Manual bicycle pump

· Sliding X-ACTO Knife


ENGL1102 
Description Marking Guide
EVALUATION

Format and Content Elements






/2
Description is consistent with format and content requirements 
as itemized in the assignment


Readability









/15
Text describes each part of the mechanism physically,
operationally, and spatially 

Language is concrete, concise, and coherent

Description is clear and complete 

Description uses spatial language effectively

Text includes sufficiently descriptive vocabulary

Illustration









/3
At least one hand-drawn illustration is included with all main 
mechanism parts labelled 
Terminology is consistent with that used in the main description

Illustration(s) is labelled with figure number and title

Total:










/20
Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation, Mechanics




/5

Grammar, word choice, punctuation, and spelling are correct

Main heading Times New Roman 14 point, bold, centered, all caps





Subheadings 12 point Times New Roman, bold, align left; body text 11-12 point regular font





Name the mechanism and what it does





List all main parts





Provide physical, operational, and spatial details 





Restate name of mechanism and its purpose; explain concisely what the description has covered 
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